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Dear !h.

Ttrank you for your August 25, L982 letter regarding Brighm Yolrng
tFriversity's proposed coal exploration operatiors in Carbon County, Utah. Ttle
plan meets the requiraents of parts 776 and 815 of the regulations
prmulgated urder the 1979 Act, 'Regulati,on of Coal ttining and Reclaqation
Operationsrt, title 40-10-1 et s€Q, Utah Oode Annotated 1953.

The Division remains concerned about certain aspects of the exploration
plan. 0f chief concerrr is the feasibility of constructing an exploration road
on the steep side hill for whictr it is proposed, ad still abide by the
requirements of t[fr 817.170 thru 817.176. At no tire should the road be
located within the intermittant strem channel of the side canyon [UA 817.171
(b) 1. The overall grade of the road canrrot exceed 10 percent [817.L72 (a) (i) l.

A second concern is the possible neeessity for
steep sloped outcrops on the hill side. This would
cmit to operating within the requirmnts of ll!ffi
the use of any explosives.

As an alternative to the proposed construction, tlte Division recmends
the applieant investigate the possibility of using the old road nihich starts
at the lone Pine Hine and terminates on the hillside just below the proposed
drilling si.te. Field investigation by the Division found this old road to be
in fairly good shape with only a few areas of rough spots. This could be a
viable alternative to what looks to be a diffi.cult construction job. A second
alternative, of course, is heli-drilling

Sihould the applicant find that modifications to the original enploration
plan are necessaEy the Division should be contacted with an nnrended plan. The
Division hereby issues approval for the exploration operations as described in
the exploration plan with the expectations that the applicant meet the
requirements of the forruntioned sections of the regulati.ons.
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Upon cqletion of the exploration operations the Division will require
notification of cryletion and a description of the plrrgging and reclenration
activities Ffiich have taken place for each site.

Thank you for your cooperation. In reply, please refer to Cf/007/022.
If any questions should arise please call me.
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